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Religious Education Policies  
 

As your son or daughter begins this year’s Religious Education class remember that you 
too are a vital part of this program.  As you continue to respond to the challenge of 
parenting a young child and/or adolescent in Catholic Christian living, may you grow in 
faith and in love for your child and your God. 
 

Your faith makes a profound impact on your children, no matter what their age.  
Therefore, we will provide several opportunities to share the faith experience being lived 
within your family.  These features aim at stimulating your own desire to grow in Christ 
and to live your daily life in fidelity to the Gospel message.  More importantly, these 
opportunities will allow you to communicate with your child (ren) in a way that will 
support him or her in following Jesus.  Opportunities include attending class with your 
child when speakers are scheduled, attending Reconciliation, attending Stations of the 
Cross, attending Mass before or after Religious Education classes and most importantly, 
attending Sunday Mass. 
 

As a parent you can help your child (ren) by becoming involved in the activities listed in 
each lesson.  These activities will help the student carry the message of Jesus from the 
classroom to all facets of life.  They will involve prayer, family life, peer relationships, 
projects and weekend Mass participation.  Many of the projects would be enriched by 
the assistance of a parent or another adult. 
 

Non-Discriminatory Statement:  
 

The Church of the Holy Family is an equal opportunity parish at which all children are 
welcome without regard to race, creed, gender, physical disability or financial condition.  
All rights, privileges and activities are made available to all students.  The Church of the 
Holy Family does not discriminate against any child in the administration of its Faith 
Formation program. 
 

Attendance:  
 

Attendance at religious education classes is critical in order for the student to learn about 
their Catholic faith, and for preparation of the sacraments.   
 

If a student will be absent from or tardy for an RE class, parents are expected to call the 
RE office at least 15 minutes prior to class start time.  The office phone number is 320-
327-2356.  If the office is not notified and a student is not in attendance, a member of the 
office staff will contact the parent(s).   
 

Note:  Being tardy or absent without a phone call or a written and signed excuse from a 
parent will count as a strike.  If a student misses three or more RE classes they will need 
to repeat the grade the following school year.   
 

Classes will meet Wednesday evenings for one hour.  Class times are as follows: 
 

�  Kindergarten – 6 th Grade:   5:30 p.m. – 6:25 p.m. 
�  7th Grade – 12 th Grade:    7:00 p.m. – 8:15 p.m. 

 

Please be on time dropping off and picking up your child (ren).  If you will be late in 
picking up your child (ren), please contact the RE office. 
 

Mass is scheduled every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.  What a wonderful way to end or 
begin your Religious Education class by attending Mass.  Although not a Religious 
Education curriculum requirement, students and families are strongly encouraged to 
attend. 
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Classroom Etiquette:  
 

Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.  
 

Students are expected, at all times, to exhibit and maintain good Christian behavior and 
courtesy.  Self-control, consideration for others, and following rules are desirable and 
expected behavior.    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students are also expected to demonstrate their growing maturity by recognizing the 
sacredness, goodness and beauty of the human body.  Please dress with dignity in 
appropriate professional student attire.  Unacceptable attire  includes pajamas, lounge 
pants, slippers, and articles of clothing that expose underwear, bra straps, cleavage or 
inappropriate wording or logos (i.e. pants with words across the back, etc.).  Any student 
wearing these types of clothing will be asked to leave the classroom and go to the DRE 
office, where parents will be called to bring a change of clothing for the student. 
 

The teachers and students that attend Holy Family Catholic School take great pride in 
their school and classrooms.  Volunteers have worked very hard to ensure that the 
classrooms are clean and that the equipment is in working condition. 
 

Many of the Religious Education classes will take place in these classrooms.  Please be 
respectful of the items belonging to the HFCS teachers and students, and keep the 
following in mind: 
 

�  Each Wednesday, prior to Religious Education classes, a visual will be done of 
each of the classrooms.  If a HFCS student or teacher reports something out of 

�  Three strikes and you are out!  It is just as much your responsibility as a student to 
learn the curriculum as it is your teacher’s to teach it.  To ensure each student has the 
best and most productive learning experience possible, we have put into place a 
“Three Strikes” policy.  What constitutes a strike?  Being tardy or absent from class 
without a call or written and signed excuse from a parent, continually disrupting a 
class, not attending mandatory events (i.e. reconciliation, speakers, working at 
fundraisers, retreats, etc.), the below will take place.  Strikes will follow a student 
throughout their Religious Education tenure. 

 

�  First Offense:   Student will be removed from class and sent to the DRE office 
where a conversation will take place regarding the disruption.  The parent(s) 
will be called to make them aware of the offense. 

 

�  Second Offense:   Student will be removed from class and sent to the DRE 
office where a conversation will take place regarding the disruption.  
Additionally, a meeting will take place between the DRE, Father Brian 
Oestreich, teacher, student, and parent(s).   

 

�  Third Offense:   Student will be removed from class and sent to the DRE office 
where a conversation will take place regarding the disruption.  Additionally, a 
meeting will take place between the DRE, Father Brian Oestreich, teacher, 
student, and parent(s).  At this point, the student will be suspended from all 
remaining RE classes for the school year, and will need to repeat the classes 
the following year, or make other arrangements with Father Oestreich.   

 

If the student is in a grade in which they would receive a sacrament (i.e. First 
Reconciliation, First Communion or Confirmation), the sacrament will be 
postponed for that student and alternate arrangements must be made with 
Father Oestreich. 
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place, broken, missing, or any other type of vandalism, your RE class will be 
personally held responsible for the repair and/or replacement of these items.   

�  If you have respect for your teachers, they will have respect for you.  Your RE 
teacher has graciously volunteered their time to teach you about the Catholic 
faith.  Your teacher cares about you and is responsible for ensuring that you 
learn the curriculum for the class.  Please don’t be afraid to ask your teacher 
questions, as you would during a normal school day.  However, please do so in a 
way that is respectful of your teacher and of your classmates. 

 

Grading:  
 
The Religious Education grading policy is the same as Holy Family Catholic School. 

A =  93 – 100% Very Good 
B =  87 – 92% Above Average 
C =  79 – 86% Average 
D =  70 – 78% Below Average 
F =  69% –  Failure 

 

Progress Reports:  
 

Progress reports are a means of measuring the academic progress of each student.  
They will be issued three times during the 2008-09 school and will not need to be 
returned. 
 

Conferences:  
 

Parent/teacher conferences will be held at least one time during the school year.  Parent 
involvement is extremely important in the faith formation or your child (ren).  Our goal is 
to provide as much information and support to the parents of the students to ensure 
each student receives a solid education of the Catholic faith.  Parent participation in 
these conferences is strongly encouraged. 
 

Communication:  
 

Communication is a key part of ensuring a quality religious education for your child (ren).  
If you have any questions, concerns, suggestions or comments (both positive or 
negative), please feel free to contact the Director of Religious Education at 320-327-
2356 or via e-mail re@holyfamilysilverlake.org so these thoughts and/or concerns can 
be discussed.   
 

If you wish to speak to one of the Religious Education teachers, please feel free to call 
the teacher directly or call the Director of Religious Education to make an appointment.  
 

If you are not comfortable discussing your comments or concerns with the teacher or the 
DRE, you may contact Father Brian Oestreich at any time at 320-327-2261 or via e-mail 
frbrian@holyfamilysilverlake.org.  
 

Registration and Tuition:  
 

By registering your child (ren), you agree to pay tuition and offer your volunteer services.  
Each student must be registered prior to attending Religious Education classes.  
Registration forms are available from the parish office.  Tuition should be paid prior to 
the first class.  The cost of tuition is as follows: 
 

�  Sunday School  (ages 3 and 4)  = Free of charge 
�  Kindergarten – 12 th Grade = $60.00 per child  
 

Note:   In order to make tuition financially feasible for large families, there will be a three 
child tuition maximum.  For example:  If a family is registering five children, tuition will be 
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paid for the oldest three and the remaining two children will attend Religious Education 
classes free of charge.  Additionally, if you have chosen to be a Faith Formation 
Catechist, tuition will be waived for the youngest student attending Religious Education 
classes.  If your child attends Holy Family Catholic School, $60.00 will be deducted from 
your tuition. 
 

Materials:  
 

Workbooks and/or text books will be provided for each student.  The titles and a brief 
explanation of each are listed under the Curriculum section of this handbook.  Each 
student will be required to bring the following to each class: 
 

�  Kindergarten – 5 th Grade:   Please bring a sharpened pencil, notebook and your 
textbook.  All other supplies will be provided. 

�  6th Grade:   Please bring a sharpened pencil, notebook, textbook and bible. 
�  7th – 12th Grade:   Please bring a pen, notebook, folder, your textbook and bible. 

 

Note:  Please do not bring food, beverages, hats, c ell phones, i-pods, 
skateboards, etc. into the classroom.  If you bring  anything other than what is 
required, the DRE or your teacher will keep it unti l after class.  
 

Homework:  
 

Homework is usually assigned weekly.  As part of the sacrament of Baptism, parents are 
singled out to be the first teachers of the Catholic faith to their children.  This education 
should not stop once a child begins Religious Education classes.  We strongly 
encourage parents to help their child(ren) with their homework assignments.  This is a 
wonderful opportunity to spend quality time together and help students memorize 
prayers, the Ten Commandments, and prepare for the sacraments. 
 

Fundraising:  
 

The cost of the Faith Formation program is ever increasing.  Many of the fundraising 
efforts by Holy Family Catholic School designate a portion of the fundraising monies 
towards the Faith Formation program.  However, those monies only meet a small portion 
of the costs associated with the program.  Therefore, beginning this year, the Church of 
the Holy Family Faith Formation program will be responsible for raising a certain amount 
of money to cover budget expenses.  It is expected that each parent or legal guardian 
will support the fundraising efforts of the program by volunteering their time, participating 
in certain aspects of a fundraising effort, encouraging their child (ren) to do their part in a 
fundraising effort, donating time and money, and asking others to donate their money to 
a worthy cause.   
 

If you choose not to participate in the Holy Family Catholic Church Faith Formation 
fundraisers, you are asked to contribute $100.00 in addition to the tuition paid. 
 

Weather:  
 

Mother Nature is unpredictable, as we have all experienced.  Our main concern is that 
everyone remains safe on those occasions that the weather turns inclimate.  All weather 
related class cancellations will be called into KDUZ (AM 1260) and KARP (FM 106.9) 
radio stations.  The cancellation will be announced at least one hour prior to class start 
times. 
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Religious Education Curriculum  
 
Our Religious Education program uses the “Christ our Life”  textbook series for grades 1 
through 8.  Grades 9 through 12 will be studying the Didache Series of textbooks focusing on 
Catholicism, Scriptures, Moral Life and Church History.  Below is a brief summary of each of the 
textbooks and curriculum requirements. 
 

He said, “Let the Children come to me.”  Mark 10:14 
 
Kindergarten:   God Loves Us  
 
The God Loves Us  program recognizes that young children have a readiness to learn about 
God.  The program integrates Scripture and doctrine in each lesson to help children relate the 
richness of our Catholic faith to their every day lives.   
 
Prayer is integrated throughout the program using both traditional and guided prayer.  Children 
will learn to: 

·  Properly do the Sign of the Cross 
·  Pray the Angel of God 
·  Pray the Glory Be 

Children will also learn about the liturgical seasons as well as the saints’ feast days. 
 
Scripture and doctrine help children learn the traditions of the faith and know the Bible as God’s 
word.  The summary of each lesson involves parents in each chapter.  At the end of each unit, 
the program offers “Family Features” to offer additional support for parents of young children.   
 
Grade One:   God is Good 
 
The first-grade program is designed to provide a simple overview of the mysteries of our faith.  
Through learning of the goodness of God, who created and saved us, and the love of Jesus, the 
children are drawn to respond to God in friendship and prayer. 
 
The textbook gives a basic human experience as a starting point.  The readability is appropriate 
for the grade level; photos, illustrations, and art masterpieces are appealing; Prayer is taken from 
both Scripture and tradition.  Other features of the textbook include important words in boldface , 
creative activities, Scripture-based presentations, questions that require critical thinking and 
imagination, and exercises and puzzles to reinforce lessons.  Each lesson contains study aids 
that include a summary of concepts in Q & A form, a list of key words and what to know by heart, 
and a prayer or resolution that flows from the lesson.  
 
Family activities are also included to help the children deepen their understanding of the message 
and live it.  The end of each lesson provides a check box that children will mark so parents know 
what lesson was taught.  Also provided is a line for parent’s signature to indicate that the section 
was read. 
 
Children will review and/or learn all of the above prayers plus: 

·  The Our Father 
·  The Hail Mary 
·  Before Meal prayer 
·  After Meal prayer 

 
Grade Two:   God Cares for Us  
 
The second-grade program is designed to prepare the children for their first celebration of the 
sacraments of Penance and the Eucharist.  In addition to the God Cares for Us textbook, children 
will also use the We Believe and Celebrate First Penance and We Believe and Celebrate First 
Eucharist textbooks.   
 
God Cares for Us will introduce the children to Jesus’ willingness to forgive them and to bring 
them peace in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  They learn about the wonderful gift of the 
Eucharist, through which Jesus comes to us as food to strengthen us and unite us with himself 
and one another.   
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Children will study the meaning of the Mass, its different parts, and how to participate in it.  
Through their study of these great gifts, the children will come to appreciate better God’s great 
goodness and love for them. 
 
The textbook provides a summary of the message being studied.  It also includes creating a 
“family bridge”, a list of words to know, is rich in Scripture, and provides opportunities for prayer 
and response and celebration. 
 
“Family Corner” at the end of each lesson provides reading suggestions from the Bible, and 
opportunities for unit discussion and prayer.  Also provided is a line for parent’s signature to 
indicate that the section was read. 
 
Children will review and/or learn all of the above prayers plus: 

·  Morning Offering 
·  Act of Contrition 
·  List the 7 Sacraments 
·  The Ten Commandments 

 
Grade Three:   We Believe  
 
The third-grade program presents the main truths Catholics believe and express in the Creed.  
The children are led to realize that they are called to belong to a faith community, the Church.  
They are helped to develop a clearer, deeper faith in their study of God as revealed in creation, 
his dealings with the chosen people, and the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. 
 
Children will learn how God reveals Himself to us and calls us to faith – belief and trust in God.  
The textbook provides a summary of the message being studied.  It also includes creating a 
“family bridge”, a list of words to know, is rich in Scripture, and provides opportunities for prayer 
and response and celebration. 
 
“Family Corner” at the end of each lesson provides reading suggestions from the Bible, and 
opportunities for unit discussion and prayer.  Also provided is a line for parent’s signature to 
indicate that the section was read. 
 
Children will review and/or learn all of the above prayers plus: 

·  The Apostles Creed 
·  Mysteries of the Rosary 

 
Grade Four:   God Guides Us  
 
The fourth-grade program focuses on the Ten Commandments and the Beatitudes as guides for 
living.  The program is designed to help children see these codes as guidelines given us by our 
loving God, who intends for us to be happy in this life and the next.  The children are motivated to 
respond to God with faith and love and to show their faith and love by observing his 
commandments. 
 
The textbook provides a summary of the message being studied.  It also includes creating a 
“family bridge”, a list of words to know, is rich in Scripture, and provides opportunities for prayer 
and response and celebration. 
 
“Family Corner” at the end of each lesson provides reading suggestions from the Bible, and 
opportunities for unit discussion and prayer.  Also provided is a line for parent’s signature to 
indicate that the section was read. 
 
Children will review and/or learn all of the above prayers plus: 

·  Holy Days of Obligation 
·  Act of Faith 
·  Act of Hope 
·  Act of Love 
·  Beatitudes 
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Grade Five:   We Worship  
 
The fifth-grade program focuses on the sacraments, especially the Eucharist, the center of 
Christian life.  We Worship  is designed to help the children realize the wonderful gift God has 
given us in sharing divine life.  They are shown how to celebrate this life and deepen it through 
the liturgy.  They are encouraged to foster it by following the commandments that guide us in 
loving our neighbor. 
 
The textbook provides a summary of the message being studied.  It also includes creating a 
“family bridge”, a list of words to know, is rich in Scripture, and provides opportunities for prayer 
and response and celebration. 
 
“Family Corner” at the end of each lesson provides reading suggestions from the Bible, and 
opportunities for unit discussion and prayer.  Also provided is a line for parent’s signature to 
indicate that the section was read. 
 
Children will review and/or learn all of the above prayers plus: 

·  Angelus 
·  Memorare 
·  Spiritual Works of Mercy 
·  Corporal Works of Mercy 

 
Grade Six:   God Calls a People  
 
The sixth-grade program is devoted to the study of God’s saving love as it is revealed in the 
Bible, particularly the Old Testament.  God Calls a People  is designed to help the students 
increase their knowledge of salvation history so that they may respond to God with ever-
deepening love and gratitude. 
 
As the children learn the stories of their ancestors in the faith and read God’s Word, they are 
constantly reminded of their own faith life today.  The children come to appreciate their ties to the 
Jewish people.  Most important, they deepen their understanding of Jesus, the one that God 
promised repeatedly to send to his people.  Consequently, they come to love Jesus more ardently 
and serve him more generously.  Sixth-graders will also begin studying the bible. 
 
The textbook provides a summary of the message being studied.  It also includes creating a 
“family bridge”, a list of words to know, is rich in Scripture, and provides opportunities for prayer 
and response and celebration. 
 
“Family Corner” at the end of each lesson provides reading suggestions from the Bible, and 
opportunities for unit discussion and prayer.  Also provided is a line for parent’s signature to 
indicate that the section was read. 
 
Children will review and/or learn all of the above prayers plus: 

·  The Laws of the Church 
·  Come Holy Spirit 
·  Hail Holy Queen 

 
Grade Seven:   Jesus:  The Way, the Truth, and the Life 
 
The seventh-grade program will invite students to reflect on the person of Jesus and on their own 
baptismal call to walk with him along the WAY to the Father.  They will listen to the TRUTH of his 
teaching, and they will meditate on the gift of new LIFE that is theirs through the sacraments 
because of his dying and rising.   
 
Each student will be challenged to respond to Jesus by walking his WAY and encouraging others 
to follow him, by living according to the TRUTH he taught, and by sharing his LIFE and love with 
all whom they meet. 
 
Grade Eight:   The Church Then and Now  
 
The eighth-grade program is devoted to the study of God’s faithful love as it is revealed in the 
Church founded by Jesus Christ.  The Church Then and Now  is designed to help young 
adolescents grow in their knowledge and love of the church.   
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The program is broken into three units.  In Unit 1, students will be introduced to the Church as a 
mystery of God’s love.  They will become acquainted with images and models of the Church and 
learn of Mary’s preeminence as Mother of the church, which describe her and identify her 
mission.  Students will examine the four marks of the Church and appreciate their catholic beliefs. 
In Unit 2 the students will study the Church history, the story of Christ’s redeeming love 
continuing through the ages.  This unit relates to the developments in the Church over twenty 
centuries.  The students’ attention is constantly drawn to the ever-abiding presence of the Holy 
Spirit in the Church.  They will also be introduced to some of the saints of each era and are urged 
to try and follow their example. 
Lastly, Unit 3 is designed to help the student broaden their knowledge of the church’s witness to 
Jesus Christ and respond more readily to God’s personal love for them.  The students will be 
encouraged to apply the Ten Commandments to the situations they meet, to foster a life of virtue, 
to make wise decisions, and to become involved in the Church’s mission through service.  The 
importance of prayer as a response of love and a source of strength is continual.  Students will 
learn how to deepen their spiritual lives by celebrating the sacraments, reading scripture, and 
participating in the Eucharistic liturgy. 
 
Grade 9:   Introduction to Catholicism  
 

“Sanctity will be my most important adventure.” 
 
Life is a journey.  Students will learn that, as a part of God’s plan, every person appears at a 
certain time, in a certain place in the history of mankind, and then leaves, at a different time and 
usually from a different place.  Unfortunately, many people do not understand why they are here 
in the world and where they are going. 
 
Introduction to Catholicism  sets out the basics of why we are here and where we are going.  
Every baptized person has been called personally to serve God and love his neighbor.  The goal 
of our lives is personal sanctity, and the destination is Heaven.  This book is part of your journey 
on the road to sanctity.  You will be asked to seek and understand its message so that you will be 
able to complete the journey in the way Jesus desires in the time he has given you. 
 
Grade 10:   Understanding the Scriptures  
 

You need to understand the Old Testament 
before you can understand the New Testament  

 
The Bible is a huge and compelling book, full of smaller and no less moving books.  In the Bible – 
like no other book – generations of our ancestors have found the meaning of life.  In the Bible – 
as in no other book – we find the meaning of our own lives. 
 
The Scriptures can be difficult.  They don’t spell out their meaning in an easy, question-and-
answer format.  That is why when we read the Bible, we need a guide.  Students will find that the 
textbook, Understanding the Scriptures:  A Complete Course on  Bible Study , is that guide 
and will help them to decipher and understand the word of God. 
 
By the end of the year, students will be very well acquainted with the word “covenant” and know 
how important it is in their lives.  Students will learn God’s covenant with humanity defines the 
“story line’ that holds all of Scripture together, from beginning to end.   
 
Because we are Catholic, we need to become biblically literate.  We need to know the Bible well 
because we hunger for abundant life – because we want to know Jesus, which is the same thing.   
 
Grade Eleven:   Our Moral Life in Christ 
 
Our Moral Life in Christ  will present students with the more complex theological concepts of 
Roman Catholicism.  With its particular emphasis on the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
students will expand upon the Sacred Scripture, the Fathers of the Church and Precepts of the 
Church, the Old Testament, the Sacraments, and the teachings of Vatican II.  Students will learn 
about the lives of the saints by preparing presentations, and will also discuss ethical issues facing 
our world today.  Students will be preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
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Grade Twelve:   The History of the Church 
 

“Christ is the Spouse and Savior of the church…  
The more we come to know and love the Church, 

The nearer we shall be to Christ.” 
 
The world is waiting for a new era of holiness among the laity.  Pope John Paul II once said that 
“…no one should be afraid to open the doors of our hearts to the Redeemer.”  These words 
became a rallying cry throughout his pontificate.  In the midst of an all-pervading moral relativism 
and dissent within the Church, expressed in a culture of death, the Holy Spirit, through his Pope, 
has tapped into hidden desires for holiness and spiritual renewal especially among the young 
laity. 
 
In order to properly understand the fundamental nature of this new evangelization, however, one 
must be firmly grounded in the history of the Church.  The History of the Church  is an account 
of Christian History based solidly on historical fact viewed through the eyes of Faith, by which 
students will see both her visible and spiritual reality as bearer of divine life. 
 

Religious Education Safety  
 

Attending Religious Education classes should be a safe experience for your child (ren), 
and as a parent, you should be comfortable sending your child to class.  You can be 
assured that each catechist has been trained in the VIRTUS program, and background 
checks have been completed.  In addition, the Church of the Holy Family stands firm on 
the following policies. 
 

Building Security:  
 

To ensure student safety, all doors of the school and church will be locked five minutes 
after class begins.  If you arrive more than five minutes late, please use the South office 
entrance of the school and report to the DRE.   
 

Latex-Free Facility:  
 

The Church of the Holy Family and School campus is a latex-free facility.  Please refrain 
from bringing any type of latex items into the church or school. 
 

Smoke/Tobacco Free Environment:  
 

The Church of the Holy Family and School campus is a smoke and tobacco free facility.  
Any student, parent, visitor or teacher in possession of a tobacco product will be 
disciplined accordingly. 
 

Drugs and Alcohol:  
 

No person is to use, sell, dispense or possess controlled substances or alcohol and 
must not be under the influence of controlled substances or alcohol while in the Holy 
Family parish buildings or on the grounds.  Any student or teacher found to be in 
possession or under the influence of either drugs or alcohol will be disciplined 
accordingly, including suspension and/or termination, and the Police will be called. 
 

Weapons:  
 

Possession of a weapon of any kind by a student or adult, other than a safety officer, is 
prohibited within the Church of the Holy Family parish buildings or on the grounds.  Any 
person found to be in possession of weapons will be disciplined accordingly, and the 
Police will be called. 
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Harassment:  
 

The Church of the Holy Family and the Religious Education program will not condone 
any form of harassment.  Definitions of harassment include (but are not limited to): 

�  Verbal conduct such as epithets, derogatory comments, slurs or unwanted 
sexual advances, invitations or comments; 

�  Visual conduct such as derogatory posters, photography, cartoons, drawings or 
gestures; 

�  Physical conduct such as assault, unwanted touching, blocking normal 
movement or interfering with a person because of sex, race or any other 
protected basis; 

�  Threats and demands to submit to sexual requests in order to keep a job or avoid 
some other loss, and offers of job benefits in return for sexual favors; and/or 

�  Retaliation for having reported or threatened to report harassment. 
 

Parents and/or legal guardians will be notified as appropriate. 
 

Emergency Plan:  
 

The Church of the Holy Family Emergency plan is as follows: 
�  Fire – Evacuate the building(s). 
�  Sever Weather – Take shelter in the designated areas of school and/or church. 
�  Bomb Threat – Evacuate the building(s). 
�  Poisonous Gas – Evacuate the building(s). 
 

Each teacher in the Religious Education program has access to the Minnesota 
Department of Children, Families and Learning’s “Emergency/Disaster Preparedness:  A 
Planning Guide for Schools” manual.  Also, all buildings on the parish campus have in 
place plans for the evacuation of the buildings should the need arise, getting the children 
to the tunnel in case of tornado, etc. 
 

Religious Education Calendar  
 

 
 

Class Times:  
 

Kindergarten – 6 th Grade:    5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 
7th Grade – 12 th Grade:     7:00 p.m. – 8:15 p.m. 

(Grades 7-12 will meet in church at 7:00 p.m.) 
 

Mass:  Every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Month/Date Event 
September 2009  

3 RE Teacher Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
9 Religious Education Orientation (Students and Parents) 7:00 p.m. in church 
16 RE Classes 
23 RE Classes 
25 Fundraiser:  Marathon for Non-Public Education 
27 Confirmation Meeting after 9:30 a.m. Mass (Paren ts & Students) 
30 RE Classes 

October 2009  
7 RE Classes ~ Safe Environment Training 
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10 Family Presentation ~ 11 th Grade Commitment Celebration at 5:00 p.m. 
Mass 

11 2nd Grade Mass ~ Commitment Celebration at 9:30 a.m. M ass 
14 No RE Classes ~ Fall Break 
21 RE Classes ~ Speaker on Saints (both sessions) 
25 Sr. High Youth Rally ~ 11:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. in St. Peter, MN (Grade 9) 
28 RE Classes 

31 Grades K-6 dress up as favorite Saints for weekend Masses.  Kick-off RE 
Fundraiser 

Fundraisers: Calendar Raffle  (runs through December 31st) 
 Wreaths & Poinsettias 

November 2009  
4 RE Classes 
7 Grades 9-11 Fundraiser ~ Ham Supper (Free Will Offering) 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
11 RE Classes (Grades 7-12 ~ David Rinaldi to speak on “Why Be Cat holic”) 
18 RE Classes 
25 No RE Classes ~ Thanksgiving Break 

December 2009  
2 RE Classes 

6 Confirmation Retreat (students & sponsors) ~ begins  with 9:30 a.m. Mass, 
brunch, then retreat.  (Sophomore Class will prepar e brunch.) 

9 RE Classes (Mandatory speaker for grades 7-12 on Incarnation & the 
Mysteries of the Rosary)  

16 RE Classes for Grades 1 & 2; Reconciliation for all students and parents in 
grades 3-12  

23 No RE Classes ~ Christmas Break 
29 No RE Classes ~ Christmas Break  

January 2010  
6 RE classes  
10 1st Communion Parent Meeting after 9:30 Mass (with bru nch) 
13 RE Classes 
20 RE Classes (Unity Service ~ Mandatory for students in grades 7 -12) 

27 RE Classes (Speaker on Abortion/Pro-Life ~ Mandatory for stude nts in 
grades 7-12)  

Fundraiser: Winter Carnival 
February 2010  

3 RE Classes 
10 RE Classes 

17 
Ash Wednesday ~ Mandatory that all catechists and s tudents in grades K-
12 attend one of the Ash Wednesday Masses (8:05 a.m ., 5:00 p.m. or 7:30 
p.m.) 

20 First Reconciliation after 5:00 p.m. Mass 
24 RE Classes 

Fundraiser: Mardi-Gras 
March 2010  

3 RE Classes (Mandatory Boys in grades 7-12 will help set up for  KC Fish Fry.  
Girls in grades 7-12 will have a speaker on Domesti c Violence) 

10 RE Classes 
17 RE Classes 
20 Grades 5-8 Fundraiser ~ Supper TBD (Free Will Offering) 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
24 RE Classes 
31 RE Classes 

Fundraiser: Easter Flowers 
April 2010  

7 RE Classes 
11 Grades 1-4 Fundraiser ~ Brunch TBD (Free Will Offering)  
14 RE Classes 
21 RE Classes 
28 RE Classes (Final Exams & Essays) 

May 2010  
1 First Communion Practice at 9:30 a.m. 
2 First Communion at 9:30 a.m. Mass 
5 Last night of RE (Living Rosary) 
15 Confirmation at Winsted Holy Trinity ~ 5:00 p.m. Mass 
16 Baccalaureate Sunday (Junior Class will prepare brunch)  
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June 2010  
20 Vacation Bible School Kick-off 

21-25 Vacation Bible School 

 

Religious Education Teachers  

 

 
 

Teacher Name Grade 
Heather Kaczmarek Sunday School 
Ruth Baumgarten 1 
Suzanne Ernhart 2 
Janine Nordmann 3 
Renee Vasko 4 
TBD 5 
Susan Gillman 6 
Shirley Nowak 7 
Doug Shamla 8 
Marvin Ernhart 9 
Rod Weiers 10 
Fr. Brian Oestreich 11 
Doreen Metts Substitute (K-3) 
Michelle Ebert Substitute (K-3) 
Wanda Posusta Substitute (K-6) 
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Signatures  

 
As you can see, we take the Catholic faith very seriously.  In order to be sure that 
this handbook has been read and that all items are fully understood, please sign 
and return this form to Lori Penas, Director of Religious Education, no later than 
Wednesday, September 30th. 
 
Again, we are excited about our Faith Formation program and look forward to 
seeing you every week! 
 
Parent(s):  I have fully read this handbook and understand all policies and 
procedures.  I (we) have also reviewed this handbook with my (our) child (ren) 
that will be attending Religious Education classes at Holy Family church, and will 
fully comply with all outlined policies. 
 
Signature of Father: ______________________________ ____________  Date: ____________ 
 
Signature of Mother: ______________________________ ____________ Date: ____________ 
 
Student(s):  I have fully reviewed this handbook with my parent(s) and 
understand all of the outlined policies and procedures.  I promise to obey these 
rules and understand that there will be consequences if I do not. 
 
Signature of Student: _____________________________ ____________ Date: ____________ 
 
Signature of Student: _____________________________ ____________ Date: ____________ 
 
Signature of Student: _____________________________ ____________ Date: ____________ 
 
Signature of Student: _____________________________ ____________ Date: ____________ 
 
Signature of Student: _____________________________ ____________ Date: ____________ 
 
Signature of Student: _____________________________ ____________ Date: ____________ 
 
 
 
 


